10 Damaging Misconceptions

about Generative Al in

Education

1. AlIS ONLY FOR CHEATING!

Sure, Al can be used to cheat, but
a pen can be used to copy. We
don’t blame the pen! When used
correctly, Al is an incredible
teaching and learning tool.

3. DISLIKE TECH = DISLIKE Al

While Al was created by people with
enormous technical skill, it doesn’t act
like other tech. Al is trained on natural
language, which means that effective
use relies on strong language skills,
not technical knowledge!

5. AIUSE CAN BE DETECTED.

Bad Al use can be detected. There is
absolutely no way for Al use to be
detected if a user spends a little time
trying not to be detected.

7.A1 CAN/SHOULD BE BANNED.

Al is everywhere, and blocking tools
like ChatGPT won’t prevent access to
it. I[t’s being incorporated into all areas
of life, making it firmly opt-out, not
opt-in. Teachers have a vital role in
preparing children for a safe future
with Al.

9. Al KILLS CREATIVITY!

Al doesn’t replace imagination; it

enhances it. Whether it’s music, pictures,
or videos, Al generates ideas and offers

inspiration, acting as a collaborator to
help users create and explore in new
ways.
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2. Al 1S ONLY FOR SAVING TIME!

Al serves two distinct purposes. Sometimes
it’s used to save time and increase
efficiency, but regular users will tell you its
real benefit lies in making them more
effective. Using Al as a collaborator
enhances output, though ironically, this
often takes more time as users become
perfectionists.

4. Al IS THE NEW GOOGLE
SEARCH.

Google Search is one-way communication
for looking up facts. Al, however, is two-
way communication, where users chat
back and forth to use it as a collaborative
thought partner.

6. Al IS DANGEROUS BECAUSE
CHILDREN HAVEN'T BEEN TAUGHT
CRITICAL THINKING.

Al has its risks, but it’s a myth that schools
haven’t been teaching critical thinking.
Humanities subjects have focused on
evaluating the reliability of sources for over
30 years, making their teachers ideal
leaders in Al literacy education.

8. AICAN'T DO...

Beware of assuming what Al can’t do. It
once struggled with maths, images of
hands, and problem-solving, but its
progress is unprecedented. Assume it can
do anything —even when it claims it can’t.
Al often surprises itself.

10. Al PRODUCES LOW-QUALITY
RUBBISH!

Blaming Al for poor output is like blaming
a pen for a bad essay! Al's output
matches the skill of its user. Poor results
are simply unfinished work — skilled
users refine and interact until it meets
their standards.

Al Literacy with www.ecmtutors.com




